UTILITY PATENT APPLICATION 
Attorney Docket #H0003962 

CLAIMS 

1 . A lamp system comprising: 

a first lamp, the first lamp including a first pair of cathodes, an exit aperture and a first 
coupling aperture; and 

a second lamp, the second lamp including a second pair of cathodes, a second coupling 
aperture proximate the first coupling aperture such that light from the second lamp can 
pass to the first lamp through the first coupling aperture and the second coupling 
aperture. 



2. The lamp system of claim 1 wherein the first lamp and the second lamp comprise 
tubular fluorescent lamps. 



3. The lamp system of claim 1 wherein the first lamp further comprises a reflective coating 
formed on an inside surface of the first lamp. 



4. The lamp system of claim 1 wherein the second lamp further comprises a reflective 
coating formed on an inside surface of the second lamp. 



5. The lamp system of claim 1 wherein the first lamp is coupled to the second lamp with a 
bonding agent. 
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6. The lamp system of claim 5 wherein the bonding agent comprises a reflective bonding 
agent. 



7. The lamp system of claim 1 wherein the second lamp comprises a flat lamp. 



8. The lamp system of claim 1 wherein the first lamp comprises a flat lamp. 



9. The lamp system of claim 1 wherein the exit aperture coupled to a display for providing 
light to the display. 



10. The lamp system of claim 1 wherein the first lamp comprises a phosphor coating on an 
interior surface of the first lamp and wherein exit aperture and the first coupling aperture 
comprise a portion of the interior surfaced where the phosphor coating is not present. 
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1 1 . A lamp system comprising: 

a tubular first lamp, the first tubular lamp including a first pair of cathodes, an exit 
aperture and a first coupling aperture, the exit aperture coupled to a display for 
providing light to the display; and 

a tubular second lamp, the tubular second lamp including a second pair of cathodes, a 
second coupling aperture proximate the first coupling aperture such that light from the 
second lamp can pass to the first lamp through the first coupling aperture and the second 
coupling aperture. 



12. The lamp system of claim 1 1 wherein the first lamp further comprises a reflective 
coating formed on an inside surface of the first lamp. 



13. The lamp system of claim 1 1 wherein the second lamp further comprises a reflective 
coating formed on an inside surface of the second lamp. 



14. The lamp system of claim 1 1 wherein the first lamp is coupled to the second lamp with a 
reflective bonding agent. 



15. The lamp system of claim 1 1 wherein the display comprises a liquid crystal display. 



12 



UTILITY PATENT APPLICATION 
Attorney Docket #H0003962 



16. The lamp system of claim 1 1 wherein the first tubular lamp comprises a phosphor 

coating on a first interior surface of the first tubular lamp and wherein exit aperture and 
the first coupling aperture comprise a portion of the first interior surfaced where the 
phosphor coating is not present, and wherein the second tubular lamp comprises a 
phosphor coating on a second interior surface of the second tubular lamp and wherein 
the second coupling aperture comprise a portion of the second interior surfaced where 
the phosphor coating is not present 
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17. A lamp system comprising: 

a tubular first lamp, the first tubular lamp including a first pair of cathodes, an exit 
aperture and a first coupling aperture, the exit aperture coupled to a display for 
providing light to the display; and 

a second lamp proximate the first lamp, the second lamp comprising: 
a substrate, the substrate including a channel; 

a second pair of cathodes at the first channel, first channel and the second pair of 
cathodes defining the second lamp; and 

a cover, the cover providing a second coupling aperture such that light from the 
second lamp can pass to the first lamp through the first coupling aperture and the 
second coupling aperture. 



18. The lamp system of claim 17 wherein the first lamp further comprises a reflective 
coating formed on an inside surface of the first lamp. 



19. The lamp system of claim 17 wherein the first lamp is coupled to the second lamp with a 
reflective bonding agent. 



20. The lamp system of claim 1 7 wherein the display comprises a liquid crystal display. 
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